WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




A^ethod for communication employing a plurality of gatekeepers, the method 
compnsing the steps of: 

receiving at a first gatekeeper a request for information; 
determining whether the information is known by the first gatekeeper; 
if the information is not known by the first gatekeeper, sending the request 
a gatekeeper-lev^^ath to a second gatekeeper; and 
receiving from the seb^nd gatekeeper, via the gatekeeper-level path, the 
requested information. 

The method of claim 1, further comprisih^ the step of: 
(e)-.-- storing the receive d ^rifnrmatinn 



The method of claim 1, wherein said sending the request includes the steps of: 

(i) determining the next gatekeeper in the gatekeeper-level path to the 
requested informatic 

The method of claim 1, wherein tke information includes an application address. 



The method of claim 1, wherein theinformation includes resource information. 



6. The methodx^ claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

(f) sending Ti\e received information to a requesting entity. 

7. The method of claim 2, ^tt^er comprising the step of: 

(f) attempting to connect to^v^Ued entity using information contained in the 
information. \v 

8. The method of claim 3, further comprising the ste^N^^f^ 

(e) determining whether a hop-count field has been sfet^o zero; and 
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(f) if the hop-count field has be^ set to zero, dropping the received information. 



1 9. The method of claim 3, where the first gatekeeper is an inter-zone gatekeeper. 



1 10. The method of claim 3, where theVirst gatekeeper is an inter-domain gatekeeper. 





11. Ai^apparatus for communication, the apparatus comprising: 
processor; 

a memory coupled to said processor, said memory storing instructions adapted 
to be exe^^Hted by said processor, the instructions comprising: 
receivifig at a first gatekeeper a request for information; 
determinin^^hether the information is known by the first gatekeeper; 
(iii) if the informatioivis not known by the first gatekeeper, sending the 
request via a gatekee^-level path to a second gatekeeper; and 
I (iv) receiving from the second^tekeeper, via the gatekeeper-level path, 

^ the requested information. 

12. ' The apparatus of claim 11, said memory storing further^n^tructions adapted to be run 
on said processor, said further instructions comprising: 

iy) storing the received information. 





The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein sending the request includes the step of 
determining the next gatekeeper in the gatek^per-level path to the requested 
tnfbnTiation. 



1 14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein me information includes an application address. 



1 15. ^^he apparatus of claim 11, wherein theNinformation includes resource information. 





16. The apparatus of claim 12, saidViemory storing further instructions adapted to be run 



on said processor, said further instructions comprising: 
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3 (vi) \ending the received information to a requesting entity. 

1 17. The apparatus of claim 12, said memory storing further instructions adapted to be run 

2 A on said processor, said mrther instmctions comprising: 

z^'/ (vi) attempting tcrconnect to a called entity using information contained in 

V information. \. 

if" , \ 

1 18. The apparatus of claim 13, said memorjN^oring further instructions adapted to be run 

^ Y on said processor, said further instructions cbmprising: 

a / y (v) determining whether a hop-counifield has been set to zero; and 
I (vi) if the hop-count field has been set to z^», dropping the received 
i informatio n., ~ 

0 I 

^ 4 f 19. The apparatus of claim 13, where tHe first gatekeeper is an inter-zone gatekeeper. 

5 \ 

^ 1 20. The apparatus of claim 13, where the first gatekeeper is an inter-domain gatekeeper. 

O 21. Xmedium for communication, the communication using a plurality of gatekeepers, 

. 5 saiohq^dium storing instructions adapted to be executed by a processor, the 

'6 / instructioh^comprising the steps of: 

[ (a) receivmgat a first gatekeeper a request for information; 

J (b) determiningWl^ther the information is known by the first gatekeeper; 

6 (c) if the information ftsK)t knovra by the first gatekeeper, sending the request via 

7 a gatekeeper-level path tb^a second gatekeeper; and 

8 (d) receiving from the second gafeJ^eper, via the gatekeeper-level path, the 

9 requested information. \. 

1 22. The medium of claim 21, storing further informationM^ted to be executed by a 

2 processor, the further information comprising: ^n^^^ 

3 1(e) stonng the received mformaiion. ~ ^ 



192752::2685/113394 



14 



23. The medium of claim 21, whe^ehi^id sending the request includes the steps of: 
(i) determining the next gatekfeeperjn the gatekeeper-level path to the 
-*=fequ©sted-informationT 



24. The medium of claim 21, wherein the information includes an application address. 



25. The medium of claim 21, whWein the information includes resource information. 




26. Thesrnedium of claim 22, storing further information adapted to be executed by a 
proces^r, the further information comprising: 
(f) s^^ding the received information to a requesting entity. 



The medium ofN^laim 22, storing further information adapted to be executed by a 
processor, the furtft^ information comprising: 

(f) attempting to aspect to a called entity using information contained in the 
information. 

The medium of claim 23, storing^rther information adapted to be executed by a 
processor, the further information con^prising: 

(e) determining v^hether a hop-count^eld has been set to zero; and 

(f) if the hop-count field has been set to^ro, drop ping the received information. 



29. The medium of claim 23, \wiere the first gatekeeper is an inter-zone gatekeeper. 



30. The medium of claim 23, where the first gatekeeper is an inter-domain gatekeeper. 
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